A walk in the chorion locus of Bombyx mori.
We have recovered overlapping clones that represent in the aggregate a contiguous segment of chromosomal DNA 270 kb in length, or probably one third of the chorion locus of Bombyx mori. Approximately 70 genes have been identified, the majority of which are arranged in coordinately expressed pairs. The nonidentical genes expressed in the late period of choriogenesis are clustered within a single, 130 kb region, which is flanked by regions containing genes that are active during the middle developmental period. The late genes encode two families of high-cysteine proteins; the evolutionarily persistent clustering of these families contrasts sharply with the extensive sequence diversification of the structural genes and their flanking DNA elements. We discuss the possible regulatory significance of the clustered arrangement, as well as certain features of multigene family evolution.